


“Gold gets dug out of the ground in Africa, or someplace. Then we 
melt it down, dig another hole, bury it again and pay people to 

stand around guarding it. It has no utility. Anyone watching 
from Mars would be scratching their head.”  

Warren Buffett



1 When the people saw that Moses was so 
long in coming down from the mountain, they 
gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, 
make us gods who will go before us. As for 
this fellow Moses who brought us up out of 
Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to 
him.”

2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold 
earrings that your wives, your sons and your 
daughters are wearing, and bring them to 
me.” 3 So all the people took off their earrings 
and brought them to Aaron.

4 He took what they handed him and made it 
into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, 
fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, 
“These are your gods, Israel, who brought 
you up out of Egypt.”

5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in 
front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow 
there will be a festival to the Lord.” 6 So the 
next day the people rose early and sacrificed 
burnt offerings and presented fellowship 
offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and 
drink and got up to indulge in revelry.

(Exodus 32:1-6)



“When we are uncertain of God, we make 
idols out of the things that we are certain of.”



The basic reality of God is plain enough. Open your eyes and there it is! By taking 
a long and thoughtful look at what God has created, people have always been 
able to see what their eyes as such can’t see: eternal power, for instance, and the 
mystery of his divine being. So nobody has a good excuse. 

What happened was this: People knew God perfectly well, but when they didn’t 
treat him like God, refusing to worship him, they trivialized themselves into 
silliness and confusion so that there was neither sense nor direction left in their 
lives. They pretended to know it all, but were illiterate regarding life. They traded 
the glory of God who holds the whole world in his hands for cheap figurines you 
can buy at any roadside stand.

(Romans 1:19-23)



“When we are uncertain of God, we make 
idols out of the things that we are certain of.”



“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate 
the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and money.” 

(Matthew 6:24)






